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1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, established on the international 
aF>plication. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 



The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) 
(Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the 
applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The appliqanfs attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step 
and industrial applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international 
preliminaiy examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the 
purposes of deciding whether, in that State, the claimed inventions is patentable or not" (see also Article 
27(5)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, to exemptions from patentability, requirements for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicants or agent's file reference 
JED1217DAW 


crko PI IDTMPR AnnnM Notification of Transmittal of International 

rKJn run 1 ncn 1 iv/im preiiminaiy Examination Report (Form PCT^PEAAH6) 


International application No. 
PCT>GB 0a04432 


International filing date (dayJttionth^eBr) 
13.10.2003 


Priority date (dayAnonth^ear) 
11.10.2002 



International Patent aassification (IPC) or both national classification and IPp 



B65D75>30 



Applicant 

AQUASOL LIMITED et al. 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Prelinrunary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consistsi of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

^ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andbr drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this rep>ort andbr sheets cohtainihg rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 3 shieets. 



3. This report contains indicatfor^ relating to the following items: 



1 




Basts of the opinion 


II 


□ 


Priority 


ill 


□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 


□ 


Lack of unity of invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or irKlustrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supportir^g such statement 


VI 


□ 


Certain documents cited 


VII 


□ 


Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 


□ 


Certain observations on the intemational application 



Date of submission of the demand 
10.05.2004 


Dale of completion of this report 
17.01.2005 


Name and mailing address of the intemational 
preliminary examining auttiority: 

— European Patent Office 

ijN D-80298 Munich 
£Sf Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tic 523656 epmu d 
^ Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer 

Ungureanu. M | / 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8418 
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International application No. PCT/GB 03/04432 



I- Basis of the report 

1 . VVith regard to the elements of the internationai application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed' 
and are hot annexed to this report since they do hot contain amendments (Rules 70:16 ahdJO: 17)): 



Description, Pages 

1,3-11 as originally filed 

2 filed wrth.telefax on 16.12.2004 

. /Claimi^ .•-...;*' 

: . ; filed with teletoton 16i12i2004 

. .1^3^3/3:,: .. , . . aSvpriginally:filed\ 

2. VVith regard to the languac|e, all the elernehte marKed above wiere available or f urnished: to th<s\^ijthority in the 
language in which the ihtemsitlorial application^ was tied, unless othenvise iridlcated under thiis item. 

liie^se eiements were availably or furnished to this. Authority in the folibwing language:! ...which Is: 

□ the^laingMage of a transl^^ipri furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under BMl^ 23.t(b)). 

: 0 : 1^ V i 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andADr 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international applicatioh, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out oh the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the intemational application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in corhputer readable form. 

□ The staterhent that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable fomi Is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



Form PCT^PEA/409 (January 2004) 




iMtERNATlONAL PRELIMINARY 

iixAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/SB 03A34432 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucli amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to ttjis 
report.) 

6. Additional obseivations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty/inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 




Inveritive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Clairtis 


1-10 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
. . siee separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB 03/04432 

EXAMINATION REPORT ■ SEPARATE SHEET ^ 

^■ 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, mvehtive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention refers to a product containerisation system for skin packing that allows a 
good protection against mechanical damage and easy dispensing of the product by the 
user. A product containerisation system according to the preamble of claim 1, is, for 
example, known from document US-A-441 1364. 

According to the invention the polymeric film provides the primary packaging of the 
product, is water soluble and arranged such that it can shear by twisting the product in 
a precise way. 

The special arrangement and selection of the polymeric film according to the features 
of claim 1 makes the subject-matter of this claim neither known from, nor rendered 
obvious by, the available prior art. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 Is considered new and involving an inventive 
step (Article 33(2) and 33 (3) PCT). Consequently, the subject-matter of each 
dependent claims 2 to 10 fulfils as well the requirements of novelty and inventive step. 

Furthermore, claims 1 to 10 are considered as susceptible of industrial application. 



Form PCT/Sepaiate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



^ ^ ^ 10/530833 

16-12-2004 44 FAX 0121 4^^368 BARKER BRETTELL ^^Pb MUNICH GB0304432 

JC12Rec'dPCT/PTC 08 APR Z005 

JEDi:2l7 

mechanical damage. Since the flow wrapped tablets are packed loose In the point of 
^ ^aie caifon. any movement partlculariy if excessive, will cause the tabl^ contained 
WHhIn the flow wrap to come Into contact with one another, potenfially resultirtg in 
damage. Where the talrfet Is Irrtiant or hazardous to the user in other ways, the user, 
5 before being able to disqp^nse a tablet, ne^ds^t^^ 

matenal, exposing himself or herself to a potential hazard. In addition, the flow wrap 
barrier material is now waste and needs to be disposed of. 

Product edjfitalnerisation systems have been developed in which a product or 
10 products Is attached to one side, her^nafter referred to as the upper side, of a planar 
sheet which is subsequenUy folded Into a packaga By this means, a number of 
•^^^^"^^^P® ^ ^f^'® ^ wnibined.t^^^^ 

process/as well as affording a higher levrel of protection for the products gainst 
mecharijc^ damage and iiKS^ for the consumer. 

15 

US-Ar441 1364 discloses a product coritarieri^jgte system for a liquid or semi-isolid 
prcxiuct contained In a sealed pouch wherein the pouch is attached to a papeitK3ard ' 
substrate by aiplastlc sldn. The pouch is Jmrnobilised on the sut^st^ to 
eliminate or minimise the posstbilriy of th^ pbui^ or njptunng due to 'Svave 

20 ^citiorVr o^^^^^ 

qi^e. Tfi^|K)iu<^ pK^^ 

provides a secondary packa^g. The sMn can be broken to allow the pouch with the 
product seaOed therein to be removed intact and thereafter the pouch can be ruptured 
to release the product 
25 Statement of Inventton 

According to the invention there Is provided a product contalnerisation syderrl as 
defined in daim 1. 

• * ■ 5 

t 

30 Skin packing is a term which vwll be readily recognised by the skBled adAessee of 
the specification and is a method of forming a skin of a polymeric materistf over items 
placed on a backing sheet or board. 

As an example which is by no means llmltirig of the preferred embodlm^ the 
35 products may be tablets which are precisely placed in two groups of 8 

^0209-2 2 g^j2^ 
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CLAIMS 

1 - A {product TO system OBate^ by attaching at least one 

product (X) fD one side of a planar sheet (103) by overlaying a polymeric 
flin (tOI) over the prmiuct pQ and^o^ of the planar sheet (103) by 
a sddn pac^^ into an 



e^iecfed wiribaher or pa^ characitdris^ the polymeric film 
(ijOt) is vi^t^ and proindes the primary 

pacKa^ (101)fs 
sel^^ aj^ product (X) andoveriying 

filrn^lOI} aboiitan a:ids;(l05) fransverse toihe ptar^ sheet (103) 
shears tfie polymeric jSm (101) gener^ around the peiimelir (i07) of 
<^i3:prpduc^ 



2. >Vr»i^M<^ to C^airti 1 In whic* the 
po|yi^nc/i|lip orc#ienAfee weaiq^ed In order to 
lajic^ilit^^ easy removsal of the 
■pre^dM^^ 

3. A^pro^^ accbitfbig Clsiim 1 or 2 Iha 
pdiymeHc fam (101) is mad^ substantially from poiy-vinyl alcohol 
(PVOH). 

4. A product containerisation system according to any one of the prececfing 
Claims where the planar sheet (103) is comigated flbreboard, carton 
board or folding boxboard. 

5. A product containerisation system according to any of Claims 1 to 3 
where the planar sheet (103) is non-porous k> the passage of air when 
one side criT the planar sheet (103) is sutqected to a vacuum. 

6. A product contalnerfsatton system according to Claim 5 where the nm- 
porous sheet (103) is a polymeric she^ or a ribbed epdrusion of a 

P200909-3 . 16^12/04 
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pdyiiieric material. 



A product atifainerisaffon syst^ aoGcwrdbig to any one of the preceding 
dafms, in which the planar sheet (103) comprises a series of panels (A- 
H) arranged in a row, a plurafily ofsuch pan^s (A-D) having at least one 
product 09 mountBd ther^n. and In which ^ch panel (A-H) is fold^ 
wift respect to its adjacent panel to form a package in the fbrni of a 
square or rectangular rblL 



8. A product cwitabnerisatlon system according to claim 7. in which the 
planar sheet (1 03) comprises at least five panels (A-H) 

9. A product containerisab'on system according to daim 7 or 8. In which 
each ibf the series of panels (A-D) has one product PQ mounted thereon. 

10. A system for Vie pri^arat'on of a pack^e according to any cine of ttie 
preceding claims. 
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